
NEW SHOREHAM SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Block Island School 

August 15, 2011 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
The New Shoreham School Committee met in open session on Monday, August 15, 2011, in the 
media center of the Block Island School.  Chair William Padien called the meeting to order at 
7:01 p.m.  The following members were present:  Elizabeth Connor, Patricia Doyle, Annie Hall, 
Sean McGarry, and William Padien.  Robert Hicks was also present. 

 
Approval of Minutes  
A motion (Hall, Padien) to approve the minutes of the meeting held on July 18, 2011, as 
amended carried with a vote of 5-0. (Sean McGarry wanted it noted in the second paragraph 
under New Business that he voted in the negative because a performance evaluation had not been 
completed.  Elizabeth Connor noted that her last name does not end in “s”.)  
 
Reports 
William Padien commented that he had noticed a lot of trash accumulating around the school, 
especially by the playground.  He suggested that perhaps the camp counselors or the recreation 
department aides could make sure the areas were cleaned at the end of their shifts.    
 
Mr. Hicks reminded the School Committee that the annual back-to-school breakfast is scheduled 
for Wednesday, August 31 and their attendance would be very much appreciated if their 
schedules permitted.  
 
Mr. Hicks submitted the standing of accounts (unaudited) for June 30, 2011, and excerpts from 
the draft financial statements for the same fiscal year for School Committee review.  The year 
ended slightly more positive than forecasted even though revenues (Medicaid and state aid) were 
less than anticipated.  Sean McGarry questioned why the two reports do not agree.  Mr. Hicks 
will check with the auditors, who hope to address the School Committee in September.   
 
Old Business 
According to School Committee Bylaws, additions or amendments to policy require action by a 
majority of the School Committee at two successive regular meetings or a unanimous vote of all 
five members at a regular meeting.  At last month’s meeting Policy FBF-1: High School 
Proficiency Based Graduation was approved with a vote of 4-1.  A motion (Padien, Hall) to 
approve Policy FBF-1: High School Proficiency Based Graduation as written carried with a vote 
of 4-1 with Sean McGarry voting in the negative because the policy requires them to use testing 
to which they have no access and the Rhode Island Department of Education did not rectify this 
system.   
 
A motion (Padien, Hall) to approve Policy GG-1: Police, School, and Students as written and 
amended by Attorney Meyers carried with a vote of 5-0. 
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A motion (Padien, Hall) to approve Policy GR: Student Search and Seizure as written carried 
with a vote of 5-0. 
 
New Business 
Mr. Hicks stated that our solar panels have not been functioning properly for some time and 
replacement panels have been received from the manufacturer at no charge.  However, the 
installation of the new panels will be our responsibility.  The original plan was to upgrade the 
controllers to increase the efficiency and provide additional energy output.  A request for 
proposals (RFP) was sent to eight companies, but only Entech Engineering responded with a bid 
in the amount not to exceed $25,831.  This is over the $11,000 set aside for this project, so to 
complete the project an additional $14,831 would need to be transferred from undesignated to 
designated reserve.  Some committee members did not see the rate of return and felt that the 
$25,000 could be better spent on items directly benefiting the students or to improve academics.  
This item was tabled until Mr. Hicks could obtain more information.   
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to post Policy HIA: Student Activities Advisors for the required 30-
day period carried with a vote of 5-0.   
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to post Policy IK-1: Discipline Policy for the required 30-day period 
was tabled until Mr. Hicks could update it with more substantive changes.   
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to post Policy IK: Student Behavior Code for the required 30-day 
period carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
A motion (Padien, Doyle) to post Policy DAA:  Fiscal Management for the required 30-day 
period carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
A motion (Padien, Hall) to post Policy GG: School Anti-Violence and Weapons for the required 
30-day period carried with a vote of 5-0.    
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to post Policy GI: Revised Field Trip Transportation for the required 
30-day period carried with a vote of 5-0.   
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to post Policy GO: Self-Administration of Prescription Medication 
for the required 30-day period carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to post Policy HB: Reimbursement for Conferences for the required 
30-day period carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to delete Policy GM-1: Bullying because it is included in Policy GK: 
Safe and Peaceful School Community carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) to delete Policy GM: Hazing because it is included in Policy GK: 
Safe and Peaceful School Community carried with a vote of 5-0. 
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Calendar of Events  
The annual School Committee/Staff Back to School Breakfast will be held at 1661 Inn on 
Wednesday, August 31 at 8:00 a.m.  The next regular meeting of the School Committee was 
switched from Monday, September 19 to 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 26, 2011.  The 
School Committee suggested either September 15 or 22 as possible dates to meet with the 
auditors.  
 
Adjournment 
A motion (Padien, Hall) at 8:20 p.m. to adjourn carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
 
Marsha L. Gutierrez, Clerk 
 
Date approved:  September 26, 2011       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


